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“rame Zank House
3119 1dy Road

sJummary
——————————

.hile not an architectonic structure, this small building
nas characteristics that make it a tyrical =arford County
dwelling. It is a bank house, built on the side of 2 hill,
and it utilizes stone and wood, both readily available
materials of the r-zion. To sugrest a comparison, it was the
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ranch house of 139th century Harford County.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This building was gutted by fire three weeks before recording.
November 21, 1980

This 1-% story bank house stands on the east side of Ady Road facing south on
the Deer Creek.

In so far as it is three bays wide and one deep it is an house, gable ended
sitting upon a full stone walled basement kitchen. The upper levels are of transitional
frame construction, consisting of a box frame mixing post-and-beam and balloon framing.
Hewn 1-1/2 story corner-posts, plates sills and a mid post on the north side are joined
via mortise tenon and trunnel. There are no angle braces, however, and 2''X5" mechanically
sawn studs bespeak modern framing techniques. The frame was covered with circular sawn
weatherboards attached with cut nails. The stone portion of the building was whitewashed.

The plan provided for a kitchen in the first lever (stone portion) a parlour and un-
heated sleeping room on the first level with a bilateral transversely divided 1/2 story
above.

An interior stove flue occupies the west gable-end and winder stairs for all thr--
levels are in the north west corner of the building.

The north facade of the frame portion is the second level has a centrally located
entrance with the partition being on the left upon entering. The second entrance is a
centrally located door on the south side at cellar level.

The south facade is perhaps the most interesting. The house is 14' deep, however, the
stone end walls are a total length of 21'3" providing strong stone supports for the two-
story gallery on this side. Transverse puncheons support the second story floor and
unfinished treeposts support the shed roof. The south wall of the kitchen is not stone
but frame, with whitewashed clapboards attached with cut nails.

Also on the site is a springhouse-dairy and a great number of sheds. The current
privy is a most interesting construction consisting of corragated sheet metal in the
normal proportions for a one-holer. |Its grand feature is a roof that is accomplished
with the hood of a 1957 Ford. The down turn of the hood just above the radiator forms
a streamlined cornice for the privy and the appropriately placed chrome letters of FORD
announce the age of the materials and the paradox of their use.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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’ __INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Harford County west of the immediate Bay-Susquehanna area is a very hilly region
with the slopes and stream valleys often exhibiting dramatic contours. It is at the
same time an agricultural region. The buildings of such an area are unique in many
respects with farmhouses and barns having appropriate plans, materials and construction.

This house is a typical example of how both the residence and the barn utilize
stone on the first level and wood (either log or frame) in the upper levels. Each level
has its separate function. With the residence there is a kitchen on the first level,
parlour and sleeping room on the second and more bedrooms on the third. The barn
accomodates the byre and a stable, granary and mow respectively.

- Building into the slope (as opposed to on top of the hill) allows ground level
trances to both the first and second levels where the first level-can face a southerly

direction, the upper story of the barn is cantilevered and the house has an upper porch

or gallery that quite often is supported by unfinished tree poles. The first level

space below is thus sheltered from the wind by the extended end-walls, from precipitation

by the overhang but open to the winter sun.

This particular residence is of the three-stone wall type with the south wall being
of frame. Of the different variations on the bank house this particular feature is most
similar to the typical bank barn. Bank structures as a group are an example of the strong
relationship between material culture, particularly buildings, and the natural environment
in which it exists.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

ES1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE
Wayne L. Nield II, Historic Site Surveyor
ORGANIZATION DATE
Harford County Department of Planning and Zoning April, 1981
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
45 South Main Street (301) 838-6000 ext. 207
CiTY OR TOWN STATE

Bel Air, Maryland 21014

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Marviand Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Articie 41, Sectiorn 181 XKa,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and recora purpeses only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

Ps. 1108
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Frame Bank House HA=1584
3119 Ady Road
Bel Air, Md.

Wayne Nield August 1981
southeast elevation







Frame Bamk House HA-1584
3119 Ady Road

Bel Adr, Md.

Wayne Nield August 1981
west elevation







HA-1584

Frame Bank Hepuse
2119 Ady Road'p

Bel Air, Md.

yayne Nield pugust 1981

south elevay}on.







Frame Bank House HA-1584
3119 Ady Road

Bel Air, Md.
Wayne Nield August 1981

Privy- south elevation



